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Christmas Nativity 2017
The beautiful handiwork of our
dedicated priests

The Basilica always looks magnificent at Christmas!
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The Holy Father
speaks...

We are not victims of
chance or swept up in a series of
unconnected events; on the contrary, our life and our
presence in this world are the fruit of a divine
vocation!

Even amid these troubled times, the mystery
of the Incarnation reminds us that God continually
comes to encounter us. He is God-with-us, who
walked along the often dusty paths of our lives. He
knows our anxious longing for love and he calls us to
Jjoy. In the diversity and the uniqueness of each and
every vocation, personal and ecclesial, there is a need
to listen, discern and live this word that calls to us
from on high and, while enabling us to develop our
talents, makes us instruments of salvation in the
world and guides us to full happiness.

YEAR o
VOCATIONS

BROOKLYN
PRIESTS

Will priests ever be allowed to get married?

Maybe more men would choose the priesthood, but the
question is, "Would this be what is best for the
Church?” As said before, celibacy for the sake of the
Kingdom is a powerful sign that Jesus is real, and that
He is worth living for, sacrificing for, and dying for!
Besides, in the world as a whole, vocations to the
priesthood and religious life have dramatically increased
in the last thirty years.

In Africa they increased by 394%; in S.E. Asia by
152%; in Central America by 165%; and in South
America by 253%!

It is only in the U.S. and Western Europe that there has
been a decline. Perhaps the problem is not celibacy,
but other larger cultural issues and values.

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Ireland and Attendance at the
9th World Meeting of Families August 19—27, 2018

Sponsored by:
The Pilgrimage Office, Office of Family Life
School of Evangelization
Bishop Massa, Spiritual Director
Mass with Our Holy Father Pope Francis

For a brochure call Peters Way Travel 516-605-1551

Diocesan Lenten Pilgrimage to
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Mexico
Father Jorge Ortiz, Spiritual Director
March 2-8, 2018

For a brochure Contact Regina Tours
Lucille 1-800-Catholic x 208
Lucille@groupist.com

REGISTRATION FOR 2018-19 IS NOW OPEN AT
ST. EPHREM CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Don’t miss out on scholarship opportunities!
Received a scholarship last year? Re-apply by March 30, 2018
First time scholarship applicant? Apply by April 30, 2018

www.futuresineducation.org

924 74th Street

To learn about the benefits of a Catholic education, ‘ p=s1 N |
. - . k
please contact Principal Craig Mercado at 718.833.1440 >||«&

’ EPRE SCHGG;
WE’RE SAVING A SEAT FOR YOU! __g====__

Brooklyn, NY 11228

stephremschool.org

Special Security Announcement

Beginning on January 1, 2018, everyone must only use the main entrance to the Basilica on 65th
Street when entering. The side doors on 12th Avenue and on 66th Street will only be used for exiting.

From the main entrance one can easily access the handicap ramp and the elevator entrance. This is
being done to have more secure control over who is entering the Basilica. The NYPD has asked all the

churches to make this change.

Thank you for your kind cooperation.
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The Epiphany |
I The Story in the Bible |

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to I
Jerusalem and asked, 'Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the I
east and have come to worship him.'
When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. When he had called together
all the people's chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ was to be born. 'In
Bethlehem in Judea,’ they replied, ‘for this is what the prophet has written: "But you, Bethlehem, in the
land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will I
be the shepherd of my people Israel." Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the
exact time the star had appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, 'Go and make a careful search

I for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that | too may go and worship him.’
After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east went ahead

I of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they were overjoyed.
On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped I

I him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh.
And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another I

I route.

Matthew 2:1-12 I
| |
| The History behind the Three Kings/Wise Men/Magi in the
| Christmas Story :

After Jesus was born, Wise Men came to look for Him, probably from an area which is now in either Iraq,

I Iran, Saudi Arabia or the Yemen. Although they are often called the "Three Kings', the Bible does not say
how many there were, or that they were kings. One theory is that they might have been Kings of the

IYemen, as during this time the Kings of Yemen were Jews. Three is only a guess because they brought
with them three gifts.

IThey were certainly men of great learning. Magos itself comes from the old Persian word 'Magupati'. This
was the title given to priests in a sect of the ancient Persian religions such as Zoroastrianism. Today we'd
Icalled them astrologers. Back then astronomy and astrology were part of the same overall studies (and I
'science') and went hand in hand with each other. The Magi would have followed the patterns of the stars

I religiously. They would have also probably been very rich and held high esteem in their own society and
by people who weren't from their country or religion.

IThey had seen an unusual new star in the sky, and knew that it told of the birth of a special king. No one I
really knows what the new star in the sky was.

I Legends are told about 'the Magi' and they have been given names. Gaspar (or Caspar) was the King of I
Sheba. Gaspar represents the Frankincense brought to Jesus. Melchior was the King of Arabia. Melchior

I represents the Gold brought to Jesus. Balthazar was the King of Tarse and Egypt. Balthazar represents I
the gift of Myrrh that was brought to Jesus.

I Herod asked the Wise Men to find Jesus and tell him where he was, not so he could go and worship him I
as he said, but so he could kill him! He thought that Jesus sounded like a new King that could come and
take his power away.

When the Wise Men found Jesus and Mary, they would have been

Iliving in a normal house in Bethlehem, because by this time Jesus
would have been aged between one and two. Then they gave their

Igifts to him. The gifts seem quite strange to give to a baby, but
Christians believe that they had the following meanings:

Io Gold: is associated with Kings and Christians believe that Jesus
is the King of Kings.

I- Frankincense: is sometimes used in worship in Churches and
showed that people would worship Jesus.

I- Myrrh: is a perfume that is put on dead bodies to make them

Ismell nice and showed that Jesus would suffer and die.

When the wise men were about to go to tell Herod where Jesus was,
they were warned in a dream not to, so Herod could not carry out his
horrible plan.




